Fifth Invitation and Fifth Higher Law from Our Savior

In this fifth invitation and fifth higher law, the Savior is inviting us to transcend the practice of love thy
neighbor and hate thine enemy to love your enemies.
It is easy to love those who are like you, who share your same values and are easy to get along with. It
takes a much higher level of commitment to living the Lord’s way that comes from mastering the ability
to love our enemies. You want to see an immediate change in your life, find it in you to show love to an
enemy.
The best way to develop a love for our enemies is taught to us by the prophet Moroni near the end of
the Book of Mormon: “But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is
found possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with him. Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this love, which
he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons
of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is; that we may have
this hope; that we may be purified even as he is pure. Amen” (Moroni 7:47-48).

Through the parable of the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, Jesus teaches about charity. I love how
the Savior introduces this parable in response to the question from a lawyer who asked what he should
do to inherit eternal life?

First, the Savior confirms that it is to love God and our neighbors as is written in the law (see Luke
10:25-28). The entire Gospel of Jesus Christ is encompassed in our ability to “... love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40).
The parable of the good Samaritan shows what a good neighbor looks like and what one doesn’t. In
Luke 10:31-32, we see how the man who had been robbed and wounded was initially “passed by on
the other side” by both a priest and Levite when they saw the wounded man. Following the example
of these two religious leaders is not the model to follow in living the two great commandments taught
in Matthew 22:37-40.

To help illustrate how we are to love our enemies the Savior used as His hero in this parable a
Samaritan. The Jews hated the Samaritans and would go out of their way, even travel around their
cities to avoid any contact with even one Samaritan who they saw as apostates to their Israelite
religion, yet Jesus intentionally identified the traveler who did stop to help the man who had been
robbed and wounded as a Samaritan.
Consider the characteristics of the good Samaritan and how those are the same characteristics we are
invited to adopt in this fifth higher law: “But a certain Samaritan when he saw him, he
had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee” (Luke 10:33-35).
King Benjamin in the Book of Mosiah taught us the personal benefits that come from loving our
neighbor and our enemies: “And now, for the sake of these things which I have spoken unto you—that
is, for the sake of retaining a remission of your sins from day to day, that ye may walk guiltless before
God—I would that ye should impart of your substance to the poor, every man according to that which
he hath, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and administering to their
relief, both spiritually and temporally, according to their wants” (Mosiah 4:26).
We improve our ability to walk guiltless before God when we develop within ourselves the ability to
“bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).
Application Exercise
In the Book of John, Jesus said: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another” (John 13:34). How do you define love? Ask ten people
what love means, and you will get ten different answers. This is because love is so unique to each of
us and our different experiences associated with being loved and being in love.

For those who conclude that, love cannot be defined. I.e there is no way to explain it, and it is
something we cannot understand. These people are thinking incorrectly about love. Those who think
of love as it is can define it, explain it, and understand it.
Another incorrect and irrational attitude people have about love is that love is merely a mystical
feeling, a mysterious power that takes over; and when it comes, we “fall into it,” helpless to control it.

People who are prone to think of love in this way will see love vanish as mysteriously as it came.
They hold to the belief that they are helpless to prevent its leaving. If this is your view on love, how
do you stop thinking of love as a mysterious power that has control over you?
Love is not a mystical feeling or a mysterious power or a trap into which one may fall. Those who
hold these beliefs become lost and confused in their relationships.

Love is manifested in how you treat other people, rather than as something that happens to you.
With this view of love, you go from being helpless to having power over your ability to be loving.
I like what Ann Landers had to say about love: “Love is friendship that has caught fire. It is quiet
understanding, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving. It is loyalty through good and bad times. It
settles for less than perfection and makes allowances for human weaknesses.” 1 How is the ability to
give love as well as to receive it an essential Christlike quality to incorporate within ourselves?
Why do you think it can be easier to be kind to people we hardly know than to our family members,
the people we should love the most? What can we do to avoid being thoughtless or even cruel to a
family member by our words and actions?
Everything you accomplish in life will be the direct or indirect result of your ability to love those you
interact with. There is no limit to what can be accomplished when you love others as the Savior loves
you. Use the following to assess how you are doing at being a loving person pulled from key thoughts
provided by Dr. Erich Frohm, in his book The Art of Loving: 2
Response Key:
1 = Never

2 = Sometimes

3 = Often

4 = Almost Always

5 = Always

A loving person cares about the loved one. Parents who love their children take good care of
them. A person who says, “I love flowers,” but who doesn’t water and cultivate his flowers,
really is not loving his flowers. A person who says, “I love dogs,” but who doesn’t feed his
dog, is not giving love to that dog. Loving is caring.
A loving person respects other persons. A part of respecting people is not to force them. It
may be necessary at times for an adult to force a child to do something against his wishes;
but when two grown people are relating to each other, if there is love between them, there
is no force. We may try to persuade a person to see our point of view, or we may try to
convince them to do something we would like them to do, yet if we love him, we never force
them.
A loving person responds to others. Since some people have more ability to love than others,
it is reasonable for us to conclude that some people have more ability to respond than
others, yet we can always learn to improve our responses. Loving is empathizing, trying to
understand how the other person feels and letting him know that we understand.
A loving person has concern for the welfare, progress, and happiness of the loved one. They
not only have a concern; they do something about it by making their resources available to
the loved one. Loving is giving. It is the giving of material things to others, but even more
important, it is the giving of one’s time.

Response Key:
1 = Never

2 = Sometimes

3 = Often

4 = Almost Always

5 = Always

An important dimension of loving is that the loving person also makes a conscious effort to
receive. They are willing to receive not only physical gifts but also suggestions, advice, and acts
of kindness. Have you ever known a person who will not allow you to do anything for them?
Who will not even permit you to open the door for them, but always insists that you go first?
Who will not allow you to pay for refreshments when you are accompanying them on an
outing? A person who is not willing to receive deprives others of giving. Receiving is an
important part of loving.
Who is richer: she who has much or he who gives much? The giver is the richer, for she always
receives for having given. A true gift of love is one that is given with no strings attached; it is
given with no concern about what will be received in return.
Loving is sharing. Have you ever seen a rainbow or a beautiful sunset when you were alone and
thought, “Wouldn’t it be lovely to share this with someone?” Or have you ever been alone
during a time of illness or trouble and thought, “Wouldn’t it be consoling to have someone here
to help me through this experience”?
Loving is forgiving. A loving person forgives one who has wronged her, and she also forgives
herself for mistakes she has made. Guilt feelings can have some value in motivating a person to
stop whatever it is that is causing her to feel guilty. To keep the guilt feelings beyond this point
only interferes with a person’s effective living and happiness. It is a mistake for one not to
forgive him or herself for something they have done that they consider to be wrong.
Another word for love is charity. Thus, when Paul tells us what charity is in the thirteenth
chapter of First Corinthians, he is explaining what love is. A loving person suffers long and is
kind. His love is of long duration; he envies not. He is not puffed up. Arrogance, boastfulness,
and conceit are not his ways; he is humble. A loving person does not behave himself unseemly;
he thinks no evil; he bears all things; he endures all things, and he is not easily provoked to
anger. A loving person does not hold a grudge against others; she realizes that to do so is to
bring more harm to herself than to them.
Real love is the same in all human relationships, whether between a grandfather and a
grandmother, a newly married couple, or a mother and her child. It involves caring, respecting,
responding, empathizing, having a concern, giving, receiving, sharing, forgiving. Notice that
these words being used are verbs and verbs denote action. Loving requires action.
A person who says to another, “You have killed all the love I ever had for you,” does not
understand the art of loving. Nothing can kill love; if it dies, it commits suicide, because love is
not a measure of the one being loved, but of the one doing the loving. Whether or not we give
love should not depend on another person’s attributes and behavior. It may be easier to love
one person than another because one may be more charming, more pleasant, and more
physically attractive. But our loving should not be determined by the nature and the behavior
of another person; it is not just a feeling—it is a way of treating a person.
Love sees more, not less; but because it sees more, it is willing to see less. The mature lover is
other-centered in his loving, not self-centered. He and she are patient and willing to prepare
for a good marriage. If a man and a woman are mature in their way of loving, their love
relationship will enhance their growth as individuals.

Reflect on your responses to the above statements on being a loving person and determine what you
will do differently to love as the Savior loves with those you care for and interact with.
See the eleventh invitation in Matthew 7:9-12 concerning the Golden Rule for another application
exercise on the effect of our attitude towards others compared to that which we would like to have
extended to us.
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